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GOVERNI ENT-WIDE SURVEY OF ECONGHMIC RESEARCH PROGRAMS ON THE SOVILT (RBIT

General Background

Ono of the most ceritical deficlenciss of the intelligence Commurity
andy lndeed, of the entire United States Goverment, is the lack of any
comprehensive understanding of the pattern of all the Govermment resecarch
programs iu the fleld of forelgn economic intelligence. The need for g
roview of these programs and an evaluation of thelr rationale has bheen
recognized repeatedly by the National Security Council. In outlining CYAts
razponsibllities in this field (NSCID 15) the NSC directs CIA tos

"Haintain a continuing review of the requiremonts of the
United States Covernment for foreign economic intslligence
relating to the natlonal security, and of the facilities amd
arrangements available to mest those requirements, making from
time to time such recommendations to the National Security
Council concerning improvements as zay require National Security
Couneil setione®

In establishing the Econcmic Intelligence Committes the entive
intelligence community underlined the NSC concern with this probles by
directing the BIC, through its terms of referaence, to:

¥lcaming continuing programs of fundamantal econcniile
raseareh relating to the anasticnal security throughout the
United States Govermment and recemmend to the IAC for
appropriate action allocation of responsibility for specific
fields of inquiry where such alloeation eppears appropriate,n

Accordingly, the EIC in its meoting of 16 August 1951 (EIC-2t<lL) agreed
~that the EIC Sseretariat, should initiate a Govermsmt~wide survey of
econonic research programs on the Soviet Bloc.

Abortive attempts by the secretariat to prepare surveys on agriculture
and internstional finance esteblished the necessity for a careful survay of
research zoiivitlies by competent professionals in their respective bechnical
fields. For this reason the EIC Subcomnittees have bean charged with
surveying specinl segments of the Lconomio Intelligence rssearch effort,

In order tc assist in this process the sscretariat has propared the attached
model form as a guide.
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The principal purpose of these surveys 1s to highlight major gups
ard other critical sconcuic “intelllgencs problems to which the FIC shouid
devote its attention either through existing subcommitieas, through the
establishment of new subcomritiags, or through ad hot groups composed of
repragontatives frem those sgencles most familiar with the parcvicular
problem. It is assumed that the centrzl criterion for identifying
Hopitical® intellisence requirements is the end-use. This criterion
involves an examination of the extent to which the intellipence product
could ultimately have a bearing on actions or decisions of importance to
US secwrity. The importance of individual studies to certein end products
of intelligence may, of course, be indirect in that thers is g high depgree
of interdependence among various bits of intellipgense and one bilt often
supports or is derived from others.

The myriad of requirements and the relatively limited intelligence
facilities sderlie ths importancs of confining these purveys to an
investigation of only the most lmportant deficiencies. At the samp tims
the survey ia deslgned to give the EIC s goneral idea of “who doos whattt
and what thelr professionsl resources are for doing it. Undoubtedly other
extra dividends will also emerpge as the study progressss.

In providing the attached modsl form for thege surveys the secretariat
does not intend that the form be rigidiy binding on the subcommittees,
Rather it is to provide the minimum information essential for EIC action
on the subcomitteats reccumendations, The Secretary has already met with
most of ths subcamitiees, cutlining in general the form that the survey
might take and soliciting sugpestions fream the subcomnittes members. The
attached form has incorporated meny of these sugpestions.

When the attached form is received by the subcomitiees 3t ig
recommended that it be filled in by the persomsl in the respactive

It 1s assumed that the specialistain sach of the Tespective felds pre
best qualified to exercise this Judgemert. Efforts to attain any further
degree of perfection will so complicate and delay the survey as to rob i
of utility,

When the Subcemmittess have completed the survey they should present
it to the ZIC with recomerndations for remedying only those deficiencias
reported as _t;_r_:_!.ﬂtic&l_o
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The agency concerned,
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